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Sir Pet. Oh! they have made you just as bad as any one of the society.
Lady Teaz. Why, I believe I do bear a part with a tolerable grace. But I vow I bear no malice against the people I abuse. When I say an ill-natured thing, 'tis out of pure good humour; and I take it for granted, they deal exactly in the same manner with me. But, Sir Peter, you know you promised to come to Lady SneerwelTs too.
Sir Pet. Well, well, Pll call in just to look after my own character.
Lady Teaz. Then, indeed, you must make haste after me or you'll be too late. So good-bye to you.
[Exit Lady Teazle.
Sir Pet. So - I have gained much by my intended expostulation: yet with what a charming air she contradicts everything I say, and how pleasantly she shows her contempt for my authority! Well, though I can't make her love me, there is great satisfaction in quarrelling with her; and I think she never appears to such advantage as when she is doing everything in her power to plague me.                                   [Exit.
ACT II5 SCENE 2
Lady SneerwelVs House
LADY SNEERWELL, MRS CANDOUR, CRABTREE, SIR
BENJAMIN BACKBITE, and JOSEPH SURFACE discovered,
SERVANTS attending with tea
Lady Sneer. Nay, positively, we will hear it.
Jos. Surf. Yes, yes, the epigram, by all means.
Sir Ben. Oh, plague on't, uncle! 'tis mere nonsense.
Crab. No, no; 'fore Gad, very clever for an extempore!
Sir Ben. But, ladies, you should be acquainted with the circumstances. You must know, that one day last week, as Lady Betty Curricle was taking the dust in Hyde